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WASHINGTON, March 26—
Fepresentative Lesle C. Aren
.¢f Illinois, the assistant Re
bubican floor leader in th
House, defended the Centr:
Intelligence  Agency  toda
‘Rgainst its detractors.
He described as untrue or af
tbased ‘on half-truths or dig
fortions” published allegationp
Jhat the agency had been peng
frated by Soviet intelligence,
He also assailed the publishef
broposal of Representative Johp
V. Lindsay, Republican of Ma
hattan, for the establishment
new Congressional oversee
or the C.LA.

Mr. Arends, 2 menber of t
ouse Armed Services Commit
ee, 1 & member of one of &
ubcommittees for the intell;
once agency.
It is “quite understandable,
r. Arends said, that so

I
n
<
I

d with the operations of the
LA, as we should be)” - .
“No one, except membérs

any knowledge of just how e
uire into the activities

th?s intelligence  agency,™ 3 ‘
Arends went on, | cy. '

tensively and intensively  wdq

 “We hold no public hearings.
e idsue no reports. We can-
ot do otherwise and preserve
the effectiveness of the C.IA.
as a secret fact - gathering
agency . on an international
seale.” o

Mr. Arends said that “much
of the criticism directed at the
C.LA. is not constructive” For
example, he referred to- what
he described as "the irresponsi-
ble series of articles concerning
the C.L.A. that has been recent-
ly published in The New York
Journal-American.”

In the series, Michal Gole-
nlewski, a Pollsh defector who
was sald .to haveg been high in
the ranks of the Boviet secret
service, was quoted as having
sald that Soviet agents had in-
filtrated the Central Intelli-
gence Agency. <
Among the “wild accusations”

L in the articles, Mr. Arends said,

was that the intelligence agen-
cy had tried to prevent Mr.
Goleniewski from appearing be-
fore the Senate Internal Secur-

q|ity subcommittee.

":;I‘hat. simply is not true,” he

"‘épntrary to-what has been
reported in the press, the post-
ponements of ~ Michal le~

;|| niew'ki’s appearance before the

Woreiedy L &

Senate subcommittee were at
the request of the man him-
self,” Mr. Arends said. -

“I might add that the C.LA.
subcommittee, of which Iam a
member, went into every aspect
of this case,” Mr. Arends con-
tinued, “I am personally satis-
fied that the publicized state-
ments purported to come fro
Michal Goleniewskl are not cor-
rect.” .

Mr, Arends said he had bee
“yery distressed” to read
article in Esquire magazine b
Representative Lindsay. -Mr
Lindsay has long advocated
joint Congressional committ
to supervise the Central Intelli
getice Agency on the groun
that existing subcommittees d
not have sufficlent authority t
do the job, 1

Representative Arends sald:

“Let me assure you, Mr|
Speaker, that we have always
received the information need
ed. Also we havs been privi
leged to learn of many eventy
in the secrecy of our meetings
befors the events happened.”
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